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Unemployment: A Blessing in Disguise

Houston, Texas – June 7, 2011 ― As reported this year by USA TODAY*, seven in 10 polled have been unemployed for more than six months. Author T. N. Jenkins also experienced the downward spiral of unemployment. Then she applied for a job that, six months before, she would have been found unthinkable. She decided to work in South Korea. 

An MSNBC.com* contributor observes that “with an anemic job market in the United States, many are looking beyond our shores to find employment.” However, though Jenkins was prompted by the basic need to provide for herself, while overseas, she found inspiration to follow her dreams and publish her book, Everhome: Birth of the Gilded Hand. “About 2 years earlier, I was inspired to write a book. I kept writing, against my better judgment, all throughout my unemployment.” 

The USA TODAY/Gallup Poll also uncovered that one in five unemployed “are so discouraged that they no longer are actively looking for work.” But Jenkins hopes to inspire others with her personal story and her book. “It doesn't seem, at first, that a fantasy can speak to the realities of life, but I wrote it while I was going through an experience that many people in the unemployed world can relate to,” says Jenkins. “It's about how one person can make a difference, even when faced with an uncertain future.”

Already, Jenkins is seeing the positive effect of her book on its readers, as her small group of fans post their reviews on Amazon.com and send their reflections to her website and Facebook page. According to Jenkins, Everhome's story highlights the impact of one person in a community of people ready for change. It is also the journey of making friends while becoming an individual. 

“People find self-worth in their jobs,” says Jenkins “But you don't have to go overseas to find self-worth. Self-worth starts with the individual wherever you are.” 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*USA TODAY, January 25, 2011, “Who Are America's Jobless?” by Susan Page; MSNBC.com, March 3, 2010, “In tough market, some job seekers look abroad” by Eve Tahmincioglu

Media: Contact author for interviews or review copies. Visit www.everhomebooks.com (“Media Resources” link) for cover art, author pic, sample interview, sample chapters, and more. The ebook retails for $8 and can be purchased on Amazon. Everhome paperback edition, launched in March of this year, retails for $11.55 and can be purchased online at Amazon, Barnes and Noble and other fine, international bookstores. 

# # #

Everhome: Birth of the Gilded Hand 

Book Sheet

Do you ever wonder if you have the power to change the world? Have you thought, "If I do this one thing, the world will be a better place!"? Well, Bea hasn't thought of it at all. A young, talentless amnesiac, Bea has few desires other than to return home. But Bea must decide the fate of the world, when the keys to a door, rumored to solve all the world's problems, are put in her hands. 
As seasoned adults looking back on life, young adults facing life-changing options, or teenagers surrounded by the influence of our peers, we all have to make our own decisions, sometimes despite our friends. Being yourself isn't always easy, but it is an important aspect of life – especially when the world depends on you.

Everhome: Birth of the Gilded Hand follows the winding journey of Bea, a driven young woman trying to escape the wilderness of the Outlands to return home. Her story highlights the impact one person can make in a community of people ready for change. It is also the journey of making friends while becoming an individual. In Bea's struggle, a 60-foot-tall man, a child-like forest creature, and Ky, an ill-tempered Outlander, eventually help her and join her cause.

Meanwhile, in the capitol city, Allus, a royal official, happens upon a series of writings left by his father which detail a royal conspiracy to hide the secrets of “Naisuk’s Song.” The song contains the only clues to unlock a door that holds the majik power rumored to heal the poor and end the drought in Everhome. 

As Bea stumbles through the dangers of nature and society, the unlikely friends discover a way to unlock the mysterious power and find themselves in the middle of a power struggle – a secret war that began years ago. Their worlds collide with Allus’s in the capitol city, but when they begin to decode the song, dangerous factions stalk them – some opting to pressure them into adopting their cause and others seeking to take their lives.

Bea and her new friends rely on each other for safety. But Bea's friends have their own secrets. And when their betrayal is made known, the common goal that bonds them together as friends, tears them apart as casualties of war. The search for the keys to open the door carries them to the royal prison, a ghost town, a cursed valley and ends up costing the lives of those closest to them. But in the end, despite the motives of her peers and her own pain and fear, it is Bea who must make the final decision. Bea begins to see that her hope to return home may destroy the only home her world has ever known.

Author T. N. Jenkins Biography

T. N. Jenkins is a former expat (ex-expat, if you will) and author of the budding Everhome Book Series.
Jenkins was born in Oklahoma and is, therefore, a lover of musicals. Early on, her "creativity" awarded her frequent visits to the time-out corner where she first began to write poems and imagine.


After college, Jenkins wrote through her unemployment and then moved to South Korea to work. 
While in Korea, working as an English teacher for two years, Jenkins was able to travel throughout Asia visiting Guam, Taiwan, Japan, and Thailand, in addition to visiting different cities in South Korea. Encountering the full spectrum of a foreigner's existence in the homogenous atmosphere of South Korea, she considers the good to have outweighed the bad. 

She appeared on South Korean television in a news piece; in an advertising piece promoting Insadong (a province in the country); and as an audience member of Korea's version of American Idol, “Superstar K.” She created fun and interactive learning environments for her students, young and old, and has been affectionately referred to as the “hip hop teacher” in her absence.

A graduate of the University of North Texas, Jenkins has been writing ever since she could hold a pencil straight. From a young age, she has been a creative writer, lyricist, public speaker, and visual artist. During her youth, she traveled through Southern USA as the daughter of an army veteran. Among other things, Jenkins is an avid salsa dancer, movie-watcher, and riddle-maker. She currently lives in Houston, Texas with her family, still feeding her desire to influence the world through storytelling. 

T. N. Jenkins is earnest in her belief that as people, wherever we go, we are constantly looking for stories to live by. She states, “It is my mission to proliferate those kinds of stories that can enhance the life of our community one person at a time.”
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Sell Sheet
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Poverty, loneliness, greed... What if all the problems in the world could be solved with a little music and a little majik? Follow the winding journey of Bea, a driven young woman trying to escape the wilderness of the Outlands to return home. Ky, an Outlander, and Allus, a royal official, eventually help her and join her cause. 

As Bea stumbles through the dangers of nature and society, the unlikely friends discover a way to unlock a mysterious power and find themselves in the middle of a deadly power struggle – a secret war that began years ago. But Bea's friends have their own secrets. And when their betrayal is made known, the common goal that bonds them together as friends, tears them apart as casualties of war. Bea begins to see that her hope to return home may destroy the only home her world has ever known. 

     Author: T. N. Jenkins

     Publisher: True Story Press

Ebook Retail: $8.00

Page Count: 375
Publication Date: 11/15/2010
ISBN: 978-0-9831132-0-1 (ebook)

Paperback Retail: $11.55

Page Count: 376

Publication date: 1/17/2011

ISBN: 978-0-9831132-2-5 (paperback)

Praise and Reviews:
Victorineisme, Amazon.com (starred review)
"I loved the concepts and characters this author has created. I can't wait for the next installment. I was even wishing for a prequel."

Stephanie M. (a teen reader)
"Awesome! Awesome! Awesome!"

Author Biography

T. N. Jenkins was born in Oklahoma and is, therefore, a lover of musicals. Early on, her "creativity" awarded her frequent visits to the time-out corner where she first began to write poems and imagine.
After college, Jenkins wrote through her unemployment and then moved to South Korea to work. She traveled Asia, visiting Guam, Taiwan, Japan, and Thailand. A graduate of the University of North Texas, Jenkins has been writing ever since she could hold a pencil straight. From a young age, she has been a creative writer, lyricist, public speaker, and visual artist. During her youth, she traveled through Southern USA as the daughter of an army veteran. Among other things, Jenkins is an avid salsa dancer, movie-watcher, and riddle-maker. She currently lives in Houston, Texas with her family, still feeding her desire to influence the world through storytelling.
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